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The Raymond Lemaire International Centre for Conservation (RLICC) offers an advanced
Master's programme through the Faculty of Engineering of the Katholieke Universiteit
Leuven. The Centre was established by Professor Raymond Lemaire (1 1997) in 1976,
on the initiative of the International Council of Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) and
within the framework of the College of Europe in Bruges.

The RLICC is jointly organised by the Department of Architecture, Urban and Regional
Planning and the Department of Civil Engineering. Its advanced international and inter-
disciplinary study programme in the conservation and restoration of historic monuments
and sites is a two-year programme leading to the degree of Master of Conservation of
Monuments and Sites (MCMS).

The RLICC has more than thirty years of experience in training, research and consulting
in the field of the preservation of constructed heritage. Its founder, Prof. Lemaire, was one
of the authors of the Charter of Venice, which established the doctrine for the conservation
of architectural and urban heritage in 1964. He was also a well-known advisor to the
European Union, the Council of Europe and UNESCO. He established the centre,
which took his name, to strengthen interest in the preservation of cultural heritage
worldwide through interdisciplinary training and to promote further reflection on the best
possible integration of heritage in today's society for tomorrow's generations. In this spirit,
more than 600 students have already graduated from the RLICC. Many of them have
leading positions in national or international heritage organisations, have founded their
own private consultancy offices or work for public authorities in the field of conservation.

The MCMS is a four-semester, research-based academic degree, spread over two years.
The first academic year consists of theoretical courses, seminars and project work.

The second year consists mainly of the Master's thesis, i.e., individual research work

in the field of conservation, supported by an ad hoc study programme. The programme
is developed and continuously updated in close collaboration with international organisations,
such as the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, the World Monument Fund, the Getty
Conservation Institute and the University of Aachen (RWTH).

The multidisciplinary teaching staff is composed of more than thirty guest professors

in addition to the staff of K.U.Leuven. The president of the RLICC is Prof. Minja Yang,

a renowned cultural heritage management consultant. She is the former director of the
UNESCO Office in New Delhi and had key responsibilities at the World Heritage Centre.
The honorary president of the Centre is Prof. Andrea Bruno, a celebrated architectural
conservator known for his exemplary architectural projects.



Admission requirements

Candidates should have an initial Master's degree in fields related to the built heritage or
to cultural resource management, such as architecture, design, (construction) engineering,
archaeology, (art) history, urban planning or cultural studies. Candidates with a five-year
Bachelor's degree giving access to the professional career of architect or engineer in their
country can also apply. Motivated candidates with a Master of Science degree in another
relevant discipline can be accepted, but they should contact the office of the programme
in advance. Each application is judged individually on its merits concerning the candidate's
academic level (study results) and/or professional experience. Both young, motivated students
and practitioners with more experience may be accepted. The selection committee also aims
to select a multidisciplinary and international student population. The programme limits its
first-year intake to a maximum of thirty students. Consequently, it is of utmost importance to
provide a complete application file with a portfolio documenting past experience and studies.

Profile

Applicants should be able to demonstrate actual commitment to the conservation of cultural
heritage in general. They should be willing to work in a team and to let ideas from their own
backgrounds, training and cultural contexts be confronted with those of other students.
Upon successfully completing the programme, you will have acquired and developed sufficient
knowledge in all basic fields of conservation and restoration, as well as more specialised
knowledge in those conservation and restoration subjects close to your own basic training.
As such, you can advance your professional practice or start research in the heritage field.



The first year offers a general introduction to the field of the conservation and restoration
of monuments and sites. It is primarily devoted to theoretical courses, seminars and
project work. This year is spent at the university in Leuven. The programme is divided
into six thematic modules:

Conservation of architectural heritage: history, theory and practice

Conservation of urban sites and landscapes: history, theory and practice

Analysis, registration and documentation techniques

Building materials and conservation techniques

Conservation policies

Integrated project work, trips and visits to construction sites, workshops and institutions

The second year is devoted to individual research and is not necessarily spent in Leuven.
Most of the second-year students work at home, while others go abroad. It is also possible
to combine professional activity with thesis work. The main elements are:

Master's thesis

Internship

Activities supporting the thesis:

- Research paper

- Research seminar

- Optional activities, such as conferences and specialist courses

Both education and thesis work benefit from the research activities carried out at the RLICC.
Its international network facilitates access to research and internships carried out in institutes
around the world. Some students do their thesis work within ongoing research projects at
the RLICC itself.

The level of the Master's thesis research is generally high. For some students, this opens
up the opportunity of continuing their work in a (possibly shortened) PhD research programme
at K.U.Leuven or even at another university.



Career prospects

Potential areas of employment for graduates from
the RLICC are numerous and widespread. Alumnus
are currently working as independent professionals in
conservation and restoration of architectural heritage
all over the world. They display highly appreciated
professional experience in private architecture and
restoration offices as well as in leadership and policy-
making positions in regional, national and international
conservation institutions such as UNESCO, ICOMOS
and the Council of Europe. All levels of the heritage
administration, be they regional, national or inter-
national, count RLICC alumni among their ranks.

More information is available at the centre's website: www.asro.kuleuven.be/rlicc.

The Raymond Lemaire International Centre for Conservation hosts the UNESCO chair
on Preventive Conservation, Monitoring and Maintenance of Monuments and Sites. It is
dedicated to promoting research and education in the field of preventive conservation
(see www.precomos.org).

For the last few months, | have been working in Vietnam with UNESCO.
Although | am new to the country, | have been with UNESCO for the last three
and a half years, most of which | spent working and living in Nepal. After a
short introduction to UNESCO at the famous World Heritage Centre in Paris,
| left for Kathmandu to assist the Nepali government with the protection of
World Heritage sites and the heritage of remote mountain areas. It already
seems long ago that | entered UNESCO's World Heritage Centre! | got in through
an internship which | did within the framework of my studies at the Raymond
Lemaire Centre in Leuven. | had just finished the first part of my Master's
programme, and was very pleased to be able to put theory into practice.
Later on, | combined my work in Nepal with my thesis for the RLICC.

The international atmosphere at the RLICC and the broad range of courses
taught by some of the most renowned experts in their fields not only gave me
the proper theoretical background, but also provided me with a basic profes-
sional network, which proved to be a very good starting point for continuing
to work in the field of heritage conservation at an international level.

(Alumni)



More information
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